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Jasmina Cibic utilises systems which are already in place to create a moment which together with its contextual framework shapes the art work. The architectural frame of the Tobacco Museum in such a way becomes  - together with all of its evidential history of the tobacco industry – a motif for the formulation of the project “Mythmaking as a colonisation tactic”.

In the book “After Theory”, Terry Eagleton writes: “We cannot describe what is actually there without recourse to the beliefs and motivations which it involves”. Cibic’s work draws from the existing tactics of the tourist industry and its strategies of showing, which approach a control of the subject’s desire, and keeps on promoting the idea of a possibility of its realisation. But as is the nature of fantasy, in order for it to survive, it has to remain unrealised.

In this case the art work uses the same strategic functioning: it does not offer to its viewer the real, honest, authentic or ecstatic experience, but a souvenir and with it a “proof” that the experience exists. It offers to the spectator a vision of  of his desire in the form of its image, simply. 

But on the level of expressing the experienced, the personal involvment of the artist is staged. Cibic addresses the viewer, but the artwork does not serve as the text of this address: the viewer must become the subject with the desire for what the image is offering.
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